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__________________

 

CONTENTS… 
• Summer Fun
•   Halifax Water Proposes  Energy Option  
• New Solids Process Design Manual 
• In Brief / En bref...
__________________

CALENDAR… 
  
July 25 - NBP Webcast: Compliance Requirements to Meet SSI MACT Standards - Part 2 .  Detailed overview of compliance requirements and testing methods to meet the new EPA Sewage Sludge Incineration (SSI) MACT standards. This webcast is a follow-up to a 2011 webcast. Professional Development Hours offered. Details & registration. 

 

August 1:  Abstracts due for WEF Residuals & Biosolids Conference May 2013 in Nashville, TN.  Details.
 

October 23 - 24: 
Annual Northeast Residuals & Biosolids Conference. 
Save the date!
See more events here.
__________________

CHECK IT OUT...
 

The water - energy link... it's a growing realization (e.g. WEF is planning its 2nd major conference on this theme for 2013).  In April, EPA's Nancy Stoner (formerly of Natural Resources Defense Council) emphasized the Agency's new guiding Principles for an Energy Water Future.  Check them out.
 

Australia is a leader in biosolids recycling, as detailed in the first comprehensive report on biosolids management from the government there: see  media summary;  download report.
 

Biosolids recycling programs come in all sizes!... Here's recent press release from a big one - Chicago's.
__________________

 

NEWS from NEBRA
Archived copies of NEBRAMail are available from the News page of the NEBRA website.
____________________

 

Thank you
to this year's sponsors of www.nebiosolids.org!
Eastern Analytical, Inc.
Northern Tilth
Synagro
Stantec
Wright-Pierce
CDM Smith
New England Organics
WeCare Organics 
Agresource
NEFCO
Resource Management, Inc.


 

If you aren't getting NEBRAMail direct to your inbox, subscribe!
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Happy Canada Day July 1st!
Happy 4th of July!
 

SUMMER FUN:  ECOTOURISM & BIOSOLIDS
Making your summer plans?  Here's a suggestion from Marc Hébert at the Quebec ministère du Développement durable, d'Environnement, et des Parcs (MDDEP):
 

"This summer, why not take some free time to visit the wastewater treatment plant in your municipality, or in another? There are nearly 800 in Quebec [plus 519 +/- in New England, plus plenty more in the Maritimes], serving the population. Obviously, one must generally arrange for a tour in advance.  
 

"But here's what can happen...
 

"During a tourist trip to Luxembourg, I walked past the wastewater facility Pétange. I recognized the opportunity to knock at the door. After all, I had nothing to lose. 
 

"Not only did employees open the door, but they took me to visit the entire plant, including the biogas and power generation systems. I left the treatment plant with a commemorative book, caps, key chains, and other promotional materials they provide to visitors and students. These people were proud of their work, and they understood the importance of communicating their achievements. Beautiful model!  In Paris, they even have a sewer museum, right next to the Eiffel Tower. Worth the trip!"
 

Enjoy your summer fun!
________________________________________

 
Halifax Water Proposes Energy Option 
Within a few years, biosolids from Halifax and other communities might be used as fuel for electrical generation, if a new plan presented in June by Halifax Water becomes reality.  Currently, Halifax recycles ~100% of its biosolids as a soil amendment that provides lime and nutrients for area farms and other applications. N-Viro Systems Canada operates the biosolids processing facility and markets the product.  The new plan, which is still in the early stages of consideration, would involve installation of combustion and generation systems to process biosolids mixed with biomass (e.g. wood waste) for combined heat and power.  See media coverage here and here.
 ____________________________________
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New Solids Process Design Manual is Out! 
The Water Environment Federation (WEF) just published the eagerly-anticipated manual Solids Process Design and Management.  
 

As noted in its preface, "this publication represents a comprehensive and significant update of [the] Process Design Manual for Sludge Treatment and Disposal, originally published by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 1979. It was prepared and intended for use by professionals engaged in the design, approval, and operation of municipal solids treatment and disposal systems. This new manual expands the previous manual from 19 to 26 chapters, with contemporary new material on public outreach and involvement, waste minimization, anaerobic and aerobic digestion, odors, and treatment and utilization of green[house] gases. While comprehensive in scope and depth in its own right, the revised manual includes many references for related subject material presented and readily available elsewhere."  
 

Several NEBRA members and staff wrote and/or contributed to chapters in this massive volunteer effort.  This manual brings forward the current state-of-the-art-and-science of  solids management.  NEBRA will have a copy in its library, for member use.   Details & ordering information.
 ____________________________________

 In Brief / En bref... 
•   Stowe, VT has had some recent debate about biosolids recycling.  According to the Stowe Reporter, some local citizens have expressed concern about biosolids use at the local "Mayo Farm park" and have contested the requested permit from the state.  Stowe has recycled Class A biosolids for many years and reports high demand from farmers.  It intends to use the Mayo Farm property as a back-up site.  In the Reporter article, Prof. Breck Bowden, formerly of the Univ. of NH and now at the Univ. of Vermont, notes that  properly treated sewage [sludge] poses little risk.
•   The Water Environment Research Foundation has released further background research regarding trace organic chemicals in biosolids.  More details.
•    Ste. Hyacinthe, Quebec is in the news again, this time in Water World.  The anaerobic digestion systems there are expanding and will soon provide pipeline quality gas.  Details.  (Thanks to NBP news for pointing us to this story.)
•   Figuring out organic-waste-to-energy is becoming a little easier with improved online sources of data.  In early June, U. S. EPA Region 9 rolled out a new website intended to help facilities generating organic wastes find nearby anaerobic digesters (e.g. at wastewater treatment facilities or farms) that may be able to manage their wastes and increase energy production through use of the resulting biogas.  See the new website, here.
________________________________________
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This is not a new manual!  This is the front page of a 1894 treatise on "Sewage Disposal in the United States."  Photo courtesy of Marc Hebert.
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